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Bird  Life  on  Island  of  Nantucket,  Massachusetts 

Before  telling  of  the  bird  life  on  Nantucket  it  is  well  to  give  you  a picture 
of  the  island  as  to  location  and  terrain.  Nantucket  is  located  thirty  miles  out  in  the 
ocean  which  means  that  it  is  not  in  the  direct  line  of  the  Atlantic  Flyway  so  that 
migratory  flocks  are  comparatively  small.  The  terrain  is  generally  flat  and  treeless 
and  the  nesting  population  is  not  large. 

However,  about  the  first  of  August  the  Sandpipers  and  Plovers  begin  to  come 
in.  The  flocks  are  not  large  but  what  they  lack  in  size  they  make  up  in  variety. 
Some  of  the  less  common  species  being  the  Golden  Plover,  Eastern  Willet,  White- 
rumped  Sandpiper,  Baird's  Sandpiper,  Stilt  Sandpiper  and  Western  Sandpiper. 
We  can  always  be  sure  of  getting  a few  Eastern  Dowitchers  and  as  many  as 
twenty-five  to  thirty  Hudsonian  Curlew  in  one  flock. 

With  luck  one  can  see  a Parasitic  Jaeger  off-shore. 

The  Terns  do  come  in  great  numbers,  the  flocks  being  made  up  of  migratory 
as  well  as  nesting  sp>ecies,  for  we  have  Common,  Roseate  and  Least  Terns  nesting 
here.  The  Black  Tern  is  a rare  and  interesting  species  that  sometimes  reaches  our 
shores  in  migration. 

On  Muskeget,  a neighboring  island,  the  Laughing  and  Herring  Gulls  nest 
by  the  thousands. 

The  hurricane  of  September  14,  1944  brought  in  a Sooty  Tern  which  is  essen- 
tially a tropical  bird  and  as  many  as  fifty  Black  Skimmers  which  have  a more 
southern  range. 

In  winter  there  are  large  numbers  of  Sea  Ducks  in  the  waters  around  the 
Jetties,  the  most  striking  of  these  being  the  American  Eider.  The  Purple  Sand- 
piper, a hardy  northern  species,  visited  our  shores  this  winter. 

One  interesting  species,  the  Mockingbird,  is  an  all  year  round  resident.  A 
few  Robins  spend  the  winter  in  sheltered  places. 

Some  of  the  birds  that  are  common  on  the  mainland  are  very  rare  here,  the 
Blue  Jay  being  a good  example.  The  few  that  we  do  have  (one  pair  in  the  Hidden 
Forest  last  summer)  have  different  characteristics  from  those  on  the  mainland; 
they  are  secretive  rather  than  bold  and  prefer  to  live  outside  of  the  town  limits. 

The  Warbler  Migration  passes  us  by  almost  entirely  but  we  do  get  enough 
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stragglers  to  whet  the  appetite. 

In  summer  we  have  a Bird  Club  which  holds  weekly  held  trips  and  evening 
meetings.  If  we  get  twenty-hve  to  thirty  species  on  a held  trip  we  consider  it  an 
especially  good  day.  From  that  you  can  see  that  the  birds  are  not  plentiful,  but 
taken  over  the  period  of  a year  we  manage  to  have  a fairly  large  variety. 

— Edith  V.  Folger. 

April  Meeting 

The  331st  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  Thursday  evening,  April 
12,  1945  with  president  Arthur  H.  Myer  presiding. 

The  speaker  of  the  evening,  Dr.  R.  C.  Stebbins,  assistant  curator  of  Serpetolo- 
gy,  Museum  of  Vertebrate  Zoology,  University  of  California,  was  presented  by 
the  vice-president,  Mr.  Walter  W.  Bradley.  Dr.  Stebbins  brought  a collection  of 
owl  skins  to  illustrate  his  lecture  on  "Owls,  and  their  Voices”.  Owls,  ranging 
in  size  from  the  Pigmy  to  the  Horned  Owl,  were  shown  to  the  members,  and 
their  calls  were  imitated  by  Dr.  Stebbins. 

More  than  thirty  members  attended  the  meeting. 

— Jean  Bradford  Fay,  Recording  Secretary. 

May  Meeting 

The  332nd  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  May  10,  1945  with  presi- 
dent Arthur  H.  Myer  presiding. 

The  resignation  of  Miss  Jean  B.  Fay  from  the  office  of  recording  secretary 
was  read.  The  president  announced  the  election  by  the  executive  board  of  Miss 
Monica  Goen  to  fill  this  vacancy. 

Mr.  Myer  announced  that  junior  field  trips  would  start  on  May  19. 

The  president  announced  the  appointment  of  Mrs.  Sadie  Bozant  to  the 
program  committee. 

Mr.  Walter  Bradley  introduced  the  speaker  of  the  evening,  Miss  Alice  Mul- 
ford,  Supervisor  of  Junior  Activities,  Academy  of  Sciences,  Golden  Gate  Park. 
Miss  Mulford  told  of  her  experiences  at  the  Audubon  Association  Nature  Camp 
at  Hog  Island,  Maine.  She  showed  colored  slides  and  movies  of  the  Camp. 

Twenty  members  and  guests  were  present. 

— Monica  Goen,  Recording  Secretary. 

June  Meeting 

The  333rd  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  on  Thursday,  June  14,  1945 
and  was  called  to  order  by  President  Arthur  H.  Myer. 

Mr.  Joseph  J.  Webb  brought  to  the  Association's  attention  a bill  before  the 
Fegislature  (Assembly  Bill  89)  placing  a bounty  on  crows.  Mr.  Webb  suggested 
that  the  Association  wrtie  a letter  to  our  state  senators  protesting  this  proposed 
bill. 

Our  Vice-President,  Walter  W.  Bradley,  entertained  us  with  a film  on  Cali- 
fornia birds  which  he  called  "Random  Bird  Notes  of  a Mining  Engineer".  Then 
Mr.  Donald  McFean,  the  speaker  of  the  evening,  addressed  us  on  "Birds  of 
Northern  Mexico”,  illustrating  his  talk  with  a color  motion  picture.  Several  of  his 
birds  had  never  before  been  photographed.  One  of  the  Hummingbirds  caught 
by  his  camera  may  be  of  a species  new  to  ornithology.  45  members  and  guests 
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were  present. 

Victoria  Johnson,  Recording  Secretary  Pro-Tern. 

May  Field  Trip 

On  Sunday,  May  13,  eighteen  hardy  individuals  braved  the  inclement 
weather  ter  participate  in  a held  trip  in  Marin  County  and  were  well  repaid  by  an 
unusually  pleasant  day  and  secured  a fairly  representative  list  of  birds.  Audubon 
Association  of  the  Pacific  was  represented  by  only  five,  whereas  Sierra  Club  was 
represented  by  ten  and  Napa  Audubon  Association  by  three. 

Leaving  the  bus  at  9:30  a.m.  at  Ross,  the  party  visited  the  Kittle  Estate, 
which  is  soon  to  be  developed  as  a public  park  and  art  center  by  the  garden  clubs, 
art  associations  and  amateur  theatre  groups  of  Marin  County.  There  are  numer- 
ous fine  specimens  of  native  and  exotic  trees  and  other  plants  on  this  property 
which  will  assist  delightfully  in  its  proper  development  for  the  purpose  intended. 

Our  party  then  went  up  Lagunitas  Avenue  and  extension  to  Phoenix  Lake, 
past  Hidden  Meadow,  to  the  summit  of  the  ridge  and  thence  to  Deer  Park  where 
an  evening  meal  was  prepared  over  the  hre.  Although  there  were  several  heavy 
showers  in  the  early  morning,  most  of  the  day  was  spent  in  sunshine. 

We  were  especially  fortunate  to  have  with  us  Mr.  John  Howell,  whose 
authoritative  discussions  of  various  botanical  discoveries  were  very  interesting. 

An  ash-throated  flycatcher  posed  in  plain  sight  for  several  minutes  so  that 
the  entire  party  was  able  to  view  this  interesting  bird  in  a manner  seldom  possi- 
ble. An  Anna  Hummingbird  was  observed  in  courting  flight,  and  several  other 
species  accommodated  us  with  extended  performances.  The  following  species  are 
listed  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  seen: 

California  Woodpecker;  Spotted  Towhee;  California  Quail;  Western  Robin; 
California  Purple  Finch;  Black-headed  Grosbeak;  House  Finch;  Pileolated 
Warbler;  Turkey  Vulture;  Song  Sparrow;  Red-tailed  Hawk;  Brown  Towhee;  Great 
Blue  Heron;  Plain  Titmouse;  Anna  Hummingbird;  Band-tailed  Pigeon;  Russet- 
backed  Thrush;  Western  Flycatcher;  Ash-throated  Flycatcher;  Allen  Humming- 
bird; Cliff  Swallow;  Sparrow  Hawk;  Lutescent  Warbler;  Oregon  Junco;  Green- 
backed  Goldfinch;  Belted  Kingfisher;  Cassin  Vireo;  Chestnut-backed  Chickadee; 
Wren-tit;  California  Jay. 

Notably  absent  were  any  of  the  water  birds  usually  found  on  Phoenix  Lake. 

The  following  members  and  guests  were  present: 

Arthur  H.  Myer;  Frances  S.  Miller;  Lois  B.  Fink;  Rudolph  E.  Fink;  Joane 
Taylor;  Hazel  Walsh;  Esther  S.  Henrie;  Monica  Goen;  Richard  S.  Johnson; 
Daisy  Johnson;  Lee  McKann;  Elsie  Lovegrove;  J.  F.  Howell;  R.  S.  Griswold;  Jack 
Hyneman;  Connie  Levett;  Verna  W.  Dunshee;  B.  K.  Dunshee. 

— B.  K.  Dunshee. 

June  Field  Trip 

Our  trip  to  Golden  Gate  Park  June  17,  (Fathers  Day)  was  much  enjoyed. 
The  weather  was  clear  and  mild.  Song  Sparrows  sang,  it  seemed  the  whole  day 
long.  Where  ever  we  went  we  could  hear  their  clear  ringing  voices. 

Most  of  the  birds  seemed  to  observe  Father's  Day  and  did  not  come  out. 

Brewer  Black  Birds  were  many.  One  female  was  giving  a little  squirrell  a 
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merry  chase  up  a tree.  Four  Mallard  ducks  each  had  ducklings.  Mother  Coot  had 
four  tiny  baby  Coots. 

Members  attending  were  Mrs.  E.  C.  Stowell,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Myer,  Adelaide 
McConnell,  Harriet  T.  Cohen,  Sadie  Bozant  and  Michael  Mote.  Our  guests  were 
Mrs.  Katie  Goldberger,  Mrs.  Ethel  Baer,  Mathilde  Shuford,  and  Dan  Mote. 

The  following  16  species  of  birds  were  observed:  Mallard  Duck,  Quail,  Coot, 
Anna  Hummingbird,  Allen  Hummingbird,  Western  Flycatcher,  Barn  Swallow,. 
Cliff  Swallow,  Chickadee,  Western  Robin,  Russet-backed  Thrush,  English  Spar- 
row, Brewer  Blackbird,  House  Finch,  Song  Sparrow,  Junco. 


— Sadie  Bozant,  Historian. 


Observations  for  April  and  May 

Edited  by  Junea  W.  Kelly 

The  following  observations  have  been  reported: 

Rufous  Hummingbird,  May  4,  Martha  Curtis;  Audubon  Warblers,  May  8, 
Lawrence  Goldfinches  carrying  nesting  material,  May  9,  Mrs.  Vee  Curtis,  11000 
Broadway  Terrace,  Oakland. 

Black-throated  Gray  Warbler,  April  14,  Lazuli  Bunting,  April  21,  Ash- 
throated  Flycatcher,  April  28,  Golden-crowned  Sparrow  last  seen  May  5,  Walter 
W.  Bradley,  El  Sobrante,  California. 

Western  Tanager,  May  1,  Bullock  Oriole,  May  12,  Cowbird,  May  22,  Junea 
W.  Kelly,  Alameda. 


July  Meeting 

The  334th  meeting  of  the  Audubon 
Association  of  the  Pacific  will  be  held 
on  Thursday,  July  12,  at  7:30  p.m.,  in 
the  Assembly  Room  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Public  Library,  Larkin  and  Mc- 
Allister Streets. 

The  theme  for  the  meeting  will  be 
this  summer's  vacation  birding  by  mem- 
bers who  have  been  to  San  Jose,  Car- 
mel, El  Sobrante,  Northern  California, 


Yosemite  Valley,  and  other  interesting 
spots. 

July  Field  Trip 

July  Field  Trip  will  be  taken  to 
Burlingame  on  the  15th.  Members  and 
friends  take  car  No.  40,  at  Fifth  and 
Mission  Streets,  at  8:40  a.m.,  and  get 
off  at  Easton  Drive,  Burlingame,  where 
the  party  will  meet.  Bring  lunch  and 
binoculars.  Leaders  to  be  appointed. 


Audubon  Association  of  the  Pacific 

Organized  January  25,  1917 

For  the  Study  and  the  Protection  of  Birds 

President Mr.  Arthur  H.  Myer 25  El  Camino  Real,  Berkeley  5 

Corresponding  Secretary .Mr.  Joseph  J.  Webb 519  California  St.,  San  Francisco  4 

Treasurer Miss  Ivander  Maclver 2414  Telegraph  Ave.,  Berkeley  4 

Editor Miss  Clelia  A.  Paroni 575  Vincente  Avenue,  Berkeley  6 

Monthly  meetings  second  Thursday,  7:30  p.m. 

Assembly  Room,  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  Larkin  and  McAllister  Streets,  San  Francisco. 
Membership  dues,  payable  January  1st,  $3.00  per  vear. 

Student  memberships,  $1.50  per  year.  Life  memberships,  $50.00 

Members  are  responsible  for  dues  until  written  notice  of  resignation  is  received  by  Treasurer 
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